Traditional use of
nature in school

Hunting and dogsledding in school,
interdisciplinary and culturally
responsive education outside the
classroom in Kalaallit Nunaat
(Greenland) - a case study

By Ph.D. student Kirsten Fgns, kifs@uni.gl
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Content of my
presentation

Short introduction to
Greenland and education i
Greenland

My Ph.D.-project

The case —an elementary
school class for childern with
special needs in Greenland
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Greenland
(Kalaallit Nunaat)

* Former Danish colony, today self-governed part of
Kingdom of Denmark with the right to independence

* Worlds largestisland, only 57.000 inhabitants

* |solated communities — no roads or railroads between
towns and villages

* 90 % Greenlandic Inuit (Kalaallit) or mixed Inuit-European’

* Greenlandic culture is Inuit culture

* Hunting and fishing and gathering from nature —
fulltime and part time, are important for the economy,
for many households, and for quality of life?

* Influenced by Danish-European culture (political
system, Nordic welfare system), family connections,
education etc.

1 Statistics Greenland (2022)
2 Steenholdt (2019), Poppel (2017)
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Education in Greenland

Educational system build after Danish model and education of Greenlandic teachers old -
started in 1724, Teachers Training College in Greenland from 1845

Bilingual education system (Greenlandic and Danish) from the beginning
Greenland responsible for education since 1980

Most teachers in primary school are Greenlanders (Kalaallit), teaching language mainly
Greenlandic (Kalaallisuut)

Success and challenges:

Significant raise in access to education and in educational level, but challenges on several
levels:2

High procent (60%) of people between age 18 and 25 have no education beyond primary
school®

Challenges in learning outcome and motivation*

Book-based in-classroom teaching dominate®

1Darnell & Hoém (1996)

2Lennert (2021)

3 Statistics Greenland (2022)

4 Demant-Poort & Andersen (2022) EVA (2015)
5 Demant-Poort & Andersen (2022) Kirsten Fgns, kifs@uni.gl, Ilisimatusarfik, University of Greenland
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My Ph.D. project and this case

« How can school-based Education Outside the Classroom
educational design and pedagogy be developed, so it can
motivate and promote learning?

* Participatory Action Research in collaboration with
schools and teachers in three schools three different
places in Greenland

* This case —an elementary school class for childern with
special needs in a Greenlandic village, where traditional
use of nature was used in teaching

* The childern lived in residential institution due to neglect
home

* | observed, did interview and looked at student products

Perceived
need for
change

evaluation of Problem
action identifikation

Ideas for
solutions

Implementation
of action

Planning

action

The Action Research Circle (after Lewin, 1947)
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Hunting Artic Hare in CREOtC — an example

Kirsten Fgns, kifs@uni.gl, Ilisimatusarfik, University of Greenland


mailto:kifs@uni.gl

s
N S PSR W _ingel

Kirsten Fgns, kifs@uni.gl, Ilisimatusarfik, University of Greenland



mailto:kifs@uni.gl

Kirsten Fagns, kifs@uni.gl, llisimatusarfik, University of Greenland


mailto:kifs@uni.gl

Kirsten Fagns, kifs@uni.gl, llisimatusarfik, University of Greenland


mailto:kifs@uni.gl

st

et e

,')4
—————— —-—————-—;-;—p-r-!.

' .'.'V;Lﬂi,rl, A,;-;-,.—-.“A,

e

Kirsten Fagns, kifs@uni.gl, llisimatusarfik, University of Greenland


mailto:kifs@uni.gl

‘ ‘ Concentration @ Mastery
,Ib\uttonotmy o Ma;? ancli( | e Moving in experince

Action :
Safety with own
i nature and
& culture
= Gratefulness

AWy
\\ \\m .’

Literacy

Getting Body : Anatomy

knowledge Chianorayon Handling

from reaf:lning ' galj‘zcy W . Making a product
f\cadgmlc Being proud
earning s

Learning, motivation and well-being in interdisciplinary CREOtC teaching
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Analysis of student
iInterview and observation:

e CREOtC conneted with intrinsic
motivation

* Four main factors promote motivation
Mastery experiences

Authenticity

Smooth room

Relations

Culturally responsive education
outside the classroom

Authenticity

Mastery
Experinces

Relations

Motivation
for school

Model by Kirsten Fons (2022)
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Evolution of a substainable learning discours: Learning as a collaboration
between the child, the community (the class and the school) and nature

https://learningdiscourses.com/learning-
discourses/

Culturally Responsive Education Outside the Classroom (CREOtC) - a pedagogy for the
future in Greenland — and in the rest of the Arctic

Kirsten Fgns, kifs@uni.gl, Ilisimatusarfik, University of Greenland


https://learningdiscourses.com/learning-discourses/
https://learningdiscourses.com/learning-discourses/
mailto:kifs@uni.gl

Acknowledgement

 Greatthanks to the student, teachers, school leaders
and parents at the collaborating school. Their
hospitality, cooperation and willingness to share their
knowledge and experiences have made them
indispensable co-researchers in this work

* Thanks to llisimatusarfik — University of Greenland
and my supervisor for supporting this research

* Especially thanks to the teacher in the class for
children with special needs, your work truly makes a
difference!

AL =4,

Kirsten Fgns, kifs@uni.gl, Ilisimatusarfik, University of Greenland


mailto:kifs@uni.gl

Main literature

Borgnakke, K. et. al.(2019). Aktionsforskning — indefra og udefra. ). Dafolo.
Baerenholdt, J., & Hald, M. (2020). Udeskole i teori og praksis (J. Beerenholdt & M. Hald (Eds.); 1. udgave). Dafolo.
Darnell, F & Hoém, A (1996). Taken to Extremes. Education in the Far North. Scandinavian University Press

Davis, B. (2018). On the many metaphors of learning ... and their associated educational frames. Journal of Curriculum Studies, 50(2), 182-203.
https://doi.org/10.1080/00220272.2017.1330423

EVA. (2015). Grenlands Folkeskole. https://www.eva.dk/grundskole/groenlands-folkeskole

Demant-poort, L., & Andersen, L. P. (2022). “ A lesson is most exciting [ when ] the teacher typically explains complex topics ” - A student perspective
on public schooling in Greenland. In Education, Equity and Inclusion - Teaching and Learning for a Sustainable North (pp. 1-22). Springer.

Fans, K. (2022). Kulturtraditioner, jagt og naturbrug i en gronlandsk specialklasse — udeskole der motiverer. Peedagogisk Psykologisk Tidsskrift, 4, 27—
46.

Lennert, Mitdlarak. (2021). The administrative context of the Greenland primary and lower secondary school system - a governance system
misaligned with learning. PhD dissertation. Ilisimatusarfik, University of Greenland

Poppel, B. (2017). Well-Being of Circumpolar Arctic Peoples: The Quest for Continuity. In The Pursuit of Human Well-Being (pp. 565-605). Springer
International Publishing Switzerland. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-39101-4_17

Ryan, R. M., & Deci, E. L. (2000a). Self-Determination Theory and the Facilitation of Intrinsic Motivation, Social Development, and Well-Being.pdf.
American Psychologist, 69-78.

Statistics Greenland. (2022). Greenland in figures. www.stat.gl

Steenholdt, N. C. (2019). Livsformer og livskvalitet i Grenland: Et indblik i sammenhaengen og den potentielle udvikling. Politik, 22(1), 49-66.
https://doi.org/10.7146/politik.v22i1.114840

Kirsten Fgns, kifs@uni.gl, Ilisimatusarfik, University of Greenland


https://doi.org/10.1080/00220272.2017.1330423
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-39101-4_17
mailto:kifs@uni.gl

o Pl . S N L

Thanks. Quenstions?

n Fans, kifs@uni.gl, Ilisimatusarfik, University of Greenland


mailto:kifs@uni.gl

	Slide 1: Traditional use of nature in school
	Slide 2: Content of my presentation
	Slide 3: Greenland  (Kalaallit Nunaat)
	Slide 4: Education in Greenland
	Slide 5: My Ph.D. project and this case
	Slide 6: Hunting Artic Hare in CREOtC – an example
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: Learning, motivation and well-being in interdisciplinary CREOtC teaching 
	Slide 12: The dog sled culture as Culturally Responsive EOtC – another example
	Slide 13: Analysis of student interview and observation:
	Slide 14
	Slide 15: Acknowledgement
	Slide 16: Main literature
	Slide 17: Thanks. Quenstions?

